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Vipranarayana or Thondaradippodi Azhwar was
the victim of a severe test given by Lord Ranganatha
as he sweived temporarily from the path of devotion.
Thiruppan Azhwar was a bard but as he hailed fiom a
community which cannot gain entry into the temple,
Lord Ranganatha worked out a strategy by which he
was brought to his presence when he sang the famous
poem Amalanadipiran.
The most outstanding among the Azhwars was
Thirumangai Mannan who as a chieftain marned a
goddess in human form under an agreement that he
would feed thousand devotees daily for one whole year.
As funds got depleted and he could not keep his vow,
he resorted to extortion from wayfarers. God too in
the guise of a traveller was stopped by him and was
threatened. However God gave him a Mantra (The
Ashtakshari) which totally transformed him He then
collected funds as directed by God and renovated the
Ranganatha Temple in Sri Rangam.
After the exit of Azhwars from the world there
was a long gap in the history of Sri Vaishnavism till
Nadamuni who chanced to obtain a few Paasurams of
Nammazhwar, went to Azhwarthirunagin where he had
the vision of Azhwar by chanting Madhura Kavi's
Kanninun Siruttambu 12,000 times and by divine grace
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